


Estates - Their Function and Records in 
Nordic Society



What Makes a Property an Estate? 

• Type
• Setegård – residence
• Hovedgård – largest property, with associated fæstegårder

• Privileges
• Tax exemptions
• Jurisdictional authority for probate, military conscription, etc.

• Years of continuous ownership



Property Size - Denmark

Estate type Size (Tønder)

Gods or herregård >24 (32 acres)

Proprietærgård 12-23

Helgård 6-11

Halvgård 3-5

Boelsmandssteder 1-3

Husmandssteder <1



Property Size - Norway

Farm type Tax Rate

Fullgård or helgård 1

Halvgård ½ 

Kvartgård or fjerdingsgård ¼ 

Ødegård Exempt

Smaller than an ødegård:

Halve ødegård

Rydningsplass

Tredingsgård



Ranks of Nobility

• 1671 Christian V - Grevernes og Friherrernes Privilegier
• > 2,500 tønder = Grever (County)
• Between 1,000 and 2,499 tønder = Baroner (Barony)

• Granted
• Tax exemptions
• Judicial and punitive rights
• Appointment of clergy 
• control of church property and income



Operational Hierarchy
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The Really Important Part

• Understanding the role the estate played in the lives of 
your ancestors

• Estates provided employment, housing, education, 
medical care, natural resource management

• Estates performed all the same functions as civil 
organizations



The Records

• Copyhold
• Fæstebrev / fæsteprotokoll

• Service
• Tyendeprotokol; / tyendekontrakt
• Hoveriprotokoll

• Register of serfs to 1702
• After 1702 record of day labor performed



Fæstebrev

01 Paa min Naadige grefve og herris vegne og goede behag,
02 hafuer Ieg underskrefne steed og fest, Niels Lauridsen
03 i Fielderuupgaard, halfparten af for[skref]ne Fielderuupgaard
04 som hans Fader tilforn hafde udi fæste og fradøde.

01 On my gracious count and master's behalf and by his good pleasure 
02 have I the undersigned established copyhold to Niels Lauridsen
03 of Fjelderupgård one-half part of the previously named Fjelderupgård, 
04 as his father formerly had before by copyhold before his decease.



Fæsteprokol



 1. Huusmand Jens Jensen Arvesen i Gudum hans fæste Revers
 2. Paa Hans Hjøe Grævlige Excellence Høyvelbaaren
 3. Hr. Erenst Henrich Græv af Schillelmann, til Grev-
 4. Skabet Lindenborg og Gudumlund - Rider af Elephanten
 5. Deres Kongelige Maiestats Geheimme Raad Stats Finants
 6. og Commerce Minister: Hans Vægne og eftter Dertil
 7. Givne order, having under Skreven Andreas Møller
 8. Kongel. Fabrik Entrepreneur og Inspecteur ved
 9. Gudumlund Stædet og fæstet til Jens Jensen Arversen
10. fød i Hals, det huus i Gudum som forhen har
11. været beboet af Søren Wammon, og hvis Enke denne
12. fæster har giftet sig med, mod at han stædes holder
13. huuset og sit til ligende i for svarlig Stand,



Tyendekontrakt



Hoveriprotokol



Hoveriprotokol – Bottom of page



Hoveriprotkol



1834 Census, Gudum, Ålborg



1840 Census, Kjeldgård, Gudum, Ålborg



1845 Census, Kjeldgård, Gudum, Ålborg



1850 Census, Kjeldgård, Gudum, Ålborg



Trap’s Danmark (1898) 4:438



Gudumlund Gods, Ålborg



Gudumlund Gods, Ålborg




